
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Support our Seniors” 

 

Dear President Shi, Provost Kazee, and members of the Furman community: 

 

Our university’s Web site now features a “petition of opposition” on a page dedicated to 

descriptive information about Furman University’s May 31 graduation and President Bush’s 

historic commencement speech. Certain faculty members have released this letter, signed by 

some students and titled “(W)e Object,” that details a number of their objections to supposed 

actions of the Bush administration. Count us among the disappointed and embarrassed—

disappointed at an administration that acquiesced to irresponsible faculty demands, and 

embarrassed by a faculty that sacrificed professionalism for publicity. 

 

Unfortunately, some professors seem intent on turning what should be a celebration of their 

students’ accomplishments into a forum to air their political differences with President Bush. 

“We object” sounds open-minded and charmingly contrarian, but not when the “objection” is 

entirely unrelated to the President’s commencement speech. A careful reading of the faculty 

letter reveals no “objection” to Bush’s visit, his speech, or the university’s invitation thereof. A 

letter that, by its own contents, accomplishes nothing and seeks to change nothing should be 

regarded as precisely that: an empty message. 

 

The letter itself offers repeated inaccuracies rather than thoughtful criticisms. For example, the 

letter accuses the Bush administration of “denying global warming.” Even though there remains 

considerable debate as to what extent global climate change is occurring and even more 

disagreement on human involvement, there is no doubt the letter is incorrect. Far from “denying 

global warming,” in 2001 Bush called climate change “an issue that must be addressed by the 

world” and said, “First, we know the surface temperature of the earth is warming.”
1
  

 

Another particularly egregious error is the letter’s claim the Bush administration is responsible 

for “creating the largest deficits in history” when in fact, the deficit as a percentage of gross 

domestic product is now half of what it was in the mid-1980s and a tenth of what it was in the 

mid-1940s.
2
 

 

Yet, in the end, our greatest complaint with the faculty-led letter does not rest on factual or 

ideological grounds. The real issue is whether members of the Furman community have the 

                                                 
1 George W. Bush, “President Bush Discusses Global Climate Change,” 11 June 2001. 

<http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2001/06/20010611-2.html> 
2 Office of Management and Budget, “Historical Tables: Fiscal Year 2009,” 4 February 2008. 

<http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/fy2009/pdf/hist.pdf> 
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decency to put respect for the Office of the President and for the graduating class before their 

political crusade. Regrettably, it seems some do not. 

 

Of course faculty members are well within their rights to write a letter; the issue is not “free 

speech” because they could have written such a letter at any time. Indeed, it is revealing that only 

now, with the prospect of media attention, does this letter appear. They have openly admitted 

they are mimicking the actions of another university, where professors took out a full-page 

newspaper ad and received national news coverage before the President spoke there several years 

ago.
3
 Their demand that the letter be prominently displayed on the Furman Web site for an entire 

month also demonstrates their actual goal—calling attention to themselves and thus distracting 

from the real purpose of commencement. 

 

Even worse, some professors have demanded that they be released from their contractual 

obligation to attend graduation, and the administration has apparently promised to comply with 

those demands. These professors’ petty insistence on skipping commencement demonstrates a 

lack of respect for their own students’ accomplishments. For people who supposedly revere 

“tolerance” and “open-mindedness,” such an arrogant refusal to even listen to a short 

congratulatory speech from the President during a day of celebration is an embarrassment to our 

university. 

 

Perhaps our immediate past student body president, Hillary Clinton field organizer, and Furman 

graduating senior Christina Henderson said it best: “I, for one, would find it difficult to forgive 

the faculty for not being there as my class walks down the mall, onto the field, and across the 

stage, simply because they don’t have the discipline enough to practice what they teach us 

everyday about being open to new ideas, different ways of thinking and other opinions. You will 

not be boycotting President Bush, you will be boycotting the Class of 2008.”
4
 

 

In light of the administration’s compliance with the demands of the faculty, we, the undersigned, 

present three requests that we hope the administration will consider: 

 

1. We ask Furman University to hold professors to their contractual agreement to 

attend commencement exercises in recognition of Furman’s graduating class and its 

accomplishments by refusing to grant any “conscientious objector” releases. We also 

request the names of all faculty members who have submitted such a request, as well as 

an update of any additional faculty members who do so between now and graduation. 

Students who have worked hard to earn a degree deserve to know who has decided not to 

honor their achievements, and surely such “conscientious objectors” would want their 

names to be known. 

 

2. We further ask that Furman refuse to post the political views of a fraction of the 

faculty and student body on our Web site. Professors have the right to express their 

views, but we are under no obligation to reward their publicity stunt by providing a link 

to it from Furman’s home page. Their letter contains no objection relevant to the fact that 

President Bush will be coming to Furman to congratulate the Class of 2008. 

                                                 
3 Elisabeth Bumiller, “Preaching to the Choir? Not This Time,” New York Times, 23 May 2005. 
4 Christina Henderson, “Bush should be welcomed,” The Paladin, 18 April 2008. 



 

3. If Furman continues to post the contents of their letter, we expect this response 

will be posted immediately next to the professors’ letter on the same page and for 

the same duration. We also expect that all other responses from any students, parents, 

alumni, faculty, staff members, trustees, or anyone connected with the Furman 

community will be given the same privilege and posted in their entirety. To do otherwise 

would be placing a higher value on some expressions of “free speech” than on others. 

 

We thank you for your attention and consideration in this matter, and we appreciate your support 

of Furman’s students, their decisions, and their accomplishments. 

 

 

Sincerely Yours, 

 

 

The Undersigned 

 

 

Students 

 

Christopher Mills 

Jason Novak 

Patrick Franks 

Elizabeth Trenary 

Kyle H. Wilkins 

David McHugh 

Dustin C. Atkins 

Kelsey Hardy 

Anna Dornette 

Kyle Brinks 

Josh Bowling 

Shelley Martin 

Nathan Guinn 

Tyler Sniff 

Addison Howard 

Russell Dorn 

Austin McKee 

Matthew Barnes 

Johnny Olson 

Ajay Grayson 

Barrett Roberts 

Brad Banyas 

David Shimmel 

Michael Miller 

Liz Meehan 

Kelley Ward 

Brett Brading 

Katy Heydinger 

Meg Moore 

Preston Early 

Grant Banks 

Korey Sims 

Matt Josey 

Lara Quesada 

Matt Alexander 

Brandon Anderson 

Lauren Sorley 

Jason Reddick 

Brittany Miller 

Jackson Briggs 

Beamer Carr 

Michael Dostie 

Landon Caroline Martin 

Barrett Bowdre 

Eric Chamberlin 

Jordon Tennyson 

Preston Kerr 

Hannah Guinn 

Clay Anderson 

Mason Wade 

Jordan Walters 

John Wessel 

Patrick Underdown 

Michael Rafi 

Casey Skinner 

Kevin Hale 

Carlyle Jackson 

Matthew Aussprung 

Daniel Falter 

Zachary Corrigan 

Andrew Cole 

Jonathan Andersen 

Jay Reynolds 

Ben Adams 

Reid Calhoon 

David Barrington 

R.D. McClenagan 

Christopher Matamoros 

Bethany Leggett 

Stephen Sebastian 

Jonathan Futrell 

Haley Overcast 

Laura Brannon 

Lucy MacLeish 

Rachael Holst 

Jeremiah Denniston 

Keith Knowlton 

Hailey Irminger 



Naum Pitovski 

Meredith Morten 

Brooks Wilder 

Georgia Ann Conner 

Jerod Pilot 

Sarah A. Campbell 

Walsh Thomas 

David Hurt 

Katherine Patrick 

Ashley Griffin 

Scott Davis 

Brian Moore 

Jessica Stewart 

Nolan Payne 

Andrew Krysiak 

Michael Warner 

Casey Miller 

Johnathan Gabbard 

Virginia Preston Gross 

Caroline Griggs 

Russell Guilfoile 

Garrett Schneider 

Christopher Donlan 

Emily Harby 

Vladimir Ganchev 

Jason Feather 

Michael Seufer 

Kelley Vanderbilt 

Liz Sanden 

Katherine Ruch 

Jennifer Brown 

Andy Juc 

Daniel Knause 

Kathryn Mittauer 

Chris Campos 

George Azan 

Connor Lind 

Lauren Elder 

James Burgess 

Spencer Hale 

David Meyer 

McLean Rorebeck 

Christopher M. Becker 

Clay Crosby 

Langley Meek 

James Lagrew 

Adam Benson 

Lance Canington 

Nathan Fryml 

Laura Trostle 

Jordan Felts 

Chad McLain 

Patrick Murray 

Jordan Sorrells 

Allison Renfro 

Tyler Filacchione 

Andy Reilly 

Aubrey Turner 

Matthew Cesari 

Ashley Hazelwood 

Bynum Jaeger 

Chris Stone 

Robert Starnes 

Alexandria Imbesi 

Sawyer Duncan 

Mark Zuravel 

Bobby Farlow 

Marcus Ling 

David Ehrlich 

JC Fain 

Matthew Krantz 

Jack Heron 

Richard Jones 

Mary Lucy Reid 

Billy Oden 

Stephen Shea 

Julianna Battenfield 

Missy Kynoski 

Chad Boring 

Nick Milam 

Robert Bruner 

Joel Bell 

Eric Poovey 

Caitlyn Kelly 

Robert Moore 

Michelle Glover 

Stephen Stacks 

Carey Williams 

Jack Ulrich 

Elizabeth Csaplar 

Andrew Heyward 

Kristin Lyles 

Jason Brunette 

Thomas Slaughter 

Kim Richards 

Katherine Ely 

Heather Henson 

Christopher Motes 

Ellen Gillis 

Robert Hunter 

Charlie McCall 

Brad Christoph 

Jennifer Moore 

Rachel Walton 

Amanda Miller 

Kelly Greene 

Amanda Quinton 

Shannon Daley 

Bryant Lambert 

Emily Tripp 

Lauren Berl 

Annah Woodward 

Megan Roberts 

Molly Simons 

John Gartner 

Emily Westberry 

Brooks Miller 

Martha Lane Kinnett 

Andrew Kent Holliday 

Hugh Williamson 

Amanda Powell 

Grace Herlong 

Emily Welling 

Drew Shannon 

Maeve Johnson 

Christopher Brunette 

Catherine Menge 

Morgan Weaver 

Angela Smith 

Caye Burry 

Taylor Silver 

Andrew Tower Barnhill 

Conor Duggan 

Grace Wheeler 

Ali Griffin 

Matt Medlin 

Chelsea Jarratt 

John Dawson 



Laura V. Grant 

Christian Broyhill 

Amy Lothrop 

T. Ryan Brady 

McNab Reeves 

Ike Smoak 

Lara Savitz 

Jay Forsythe 

McClain Byess 

Wesley Sprewell 

Evan Ash 

Mary Frances Duncan 

James Boger 

David Ballinger 

Kathryn Glass 

Hayley Vornholt 

Bradley Simmons 

Melissa Wallin 

Kathleen Sovenyhazy 

Julie Twardzik 

Marcus Tate 

Melissa Fair 

Lindsey Hills 

Emily Krankowski 

May Lauren Dirksen 

Will Lucas 

Emily Bone 

Grant Fitzgerald 

Chris Skufca 

Lesley Dillard 

Katie Tarpy 

Allison Miller 

Andy Edwards 

Kinsey Bagwell 

Michael P. Morison 

Alex Palma 

Allison O'Rear 

Jonathan Cannito 

Amanda Watts 

Allyson Twilley 

Hunter Weber 

Natalie Pike 

William McNutt 

Clay Evans 

Risa Cole 

Ashley Hudson 

Abby Muller 

Kam Horvath 

Mary Ayres 

Katy Cowles 

Genevieve Villari 

Casey Cole 

Jeremy Schain 

Molly E. McGee 

Brooke Stallings 

Troop Brenegar 

Luis Soto 

David Holmes 

Syd Williams 

Mary Catherine Smith 

Katie Gaines 

Aaron Thompkins 

Rachel Tackett 

Laura Armstrong 

Polly Dozier 

Sonia Patel 

Ryan Larsen 

James Layman 

Jenny Pate 

Zach Prudowsky 

Lane Hayes 

Sarah Tiller 

Ryan O’Leary 

Marshall Trull 

Sean Kettring 

Allison Hartley 

Alex Chan 

Andrew Leithe 

Andy Taylor 

Benjamin Horner 

Stephanie Dale 

Daniel Baker 

Carol Ann Denyer 

Will Goldsmith 

Alastair Hay 

Lena Roper 

Caitlin McCullough 

Nora Collins 

Barry Benton 

Kyle Mensing 

Ali Pauluhn 

Sally Anderson 

Todd McClure 

Kierstin Ruppert 

Chris Yankow 

Kimberly Spatola 

Lauren Hyland 

Connor Nolte 

Hunter Twitty 

Jessie Erdmann 

Katie White 

Melissa Allen 

Will Storen 

Alisa Bailey 

Caroline Davis 

Helen Hensell 

Lauren Brunette 

Melissa Wilson 

Patton Carrington 

Jon Teitloff 

Xan Henderson 

Liz Batchelor 

Taylor Copeland 

Steven Rowe 

Paul J. Moore 

Michael Le Vangie 

Denae Buzzell 

Nate Muse 

Natalie Vajta 

Britt Carr 

David Keller 

Nic Ayoob 

Mydashia Hough 

John Dolan 

Lauren Sutphin 

Tory Grimm-Oropesa 

Denise Huffman 

Shannon McGahan 

Andrew Yowler 

Chris Rogers

 

 



Staff Members, Alumni, and Other Members of the Furman Community 

 

Tim Guinn 

Donna Guinn 

Lori McHugh 

Michael D. Miller 

Kathy Everhart 

Tom Wessel 

William Devens 

Mrs. William Devens 

Dana Parish 

Elizabeth Fulmer 

T. Barrett Trotter 

Burton Wilder Jones 

Will Hall 

Edith Miller Hall 

J.B. Hall 

Mary Ellen Suitt 

Lela Miller 

Barbara Anderson 

Susan K. Aldworth 

Steve Mannino 

Betsy Franks 

Bobby Samuelson 

Martha Dornette 

Ryan Becker 

Tim Sorrells 

Martha Underdown 

Catherine K. Aldworth 

Arthur J. Franks 

Betsy Franks 

Paul G. Trotter 

Anne Becker 

B. Carter Rogers 

John Wells 

Sara Davis 

Patrick Arnett 

James B. Trotter 

Marjorie Dornette 

Jonathan Porter 

Jeff Farrington 

Houston Mooney 

Alan Dennis Trotter 

Jonathan Stauning 

Patricia C. Rogers 

Paul B. Wilder 

Suzanne Franks 

William T. Rogers 

Judith M. Corrigan 

Sara Davis 

Robert Rowland 

Lewis Barnett 

Kristen Barnett Dodgen 

Brittney A. Griffith 

Gene Griffin 

Ann Griffin 

Harry E. Knox, Jr. 

Dean Allen 

Richard White 

T. Dean Williams 

Thomas D. Twilley 

Melissa Greenwood 

James E. Griffin 

Mary Medlin 

Richard Mills 

Troy Medlin 

Julie Starnes 

Meredith Stansell 

Victor A. Greene, Sr. 

Sam Joyner, Jr. 

Moffett Kendrick 

Jordyn Griffin 

Douglas J. Berkshire 

Jonnie Kern 

Ann W. Sutherlin 

Bernett M. Waitt 

Jane R. Waitt 

Tena Spier 

Catherine H. Hightower 

Christine Whitley 

Tommy Readett 

Clinton Carter 

Betty Ballentine Carter 

Connor Atkinson 

W.D. Readett 

Mike Baisley 

Walter M. Kendrick III 

Josephine G. Boyles 

Bill McEachern 

Susan Cassedy 

Susan Fair 

Louise Sisk 

Allen Fair 

Wilton Miller 

Wendy Miller 

Corey Potter 

Andrew Michael Staples 

Bryan Fair 

Mary G. Highsmith 

Gary Huffman 

Patricia M. Denier 

Hunt Broyhill 

Laura Corkery 

Lawrence Kevin Stewart 

Robert C. McLane 

Felix Tomei 

Joshua Treviño 

Emily Mitchell 

Cam Williams 

Seth Spearman 

Charles Staples 

Sharon Mills 

Corrine McClure 

Janis Staples 

David Shirk 

Robin Buscato 

Lois C. Knowlton 

David Mauldin 

Sylvia H. McAlister 

Sam Clark 

Amy A. Anderson 

Carol Mauldin 

Ashley Callahan Baisley 

Edward C. Anderson 

Mac Beaty 

John L. Finney 

Mrs. John L. Finney 

Thomas Lee Mills 

Barbara Dorn 

Evelyn Flack 

David Traylor 

Cindy Strout 

David Kornegay 

John C. Foster 



Glenn Flack 

Carol Pate 

Scott McClure 

Ben Milstead 

John Wilkins 

Charles Pate 

Edith Wessel 

Sarah McClure 

Martha Beckett 

Deborah A. Wilkins 

Felton Sisk 

Suzanna Bailey 

Cheryl Snider Hunt 

Tiffany R. Mills 

Jana McClure 

Tessa Taylor 

Ashley Cooper 

Russ Hunt 

Richard N. Wrenn, Jr. 

Anthony Kehayas 

David James Holly 

Brent F. Heffron 

Kevin C. Knowlton 

Ashley Sarratt 

Virginia Simms 

Rebecca Singleton 

Terry Strout 

Kenneth H. Bailey 

John T. Poates 

Matt Foreman 

Christina Szrama 

Kate Augustine Haber 

Jason Nicholas 

Nicole Davis 

Jonathan Davis 

Molly Mungovan 

Jeff Holloway 

Melissa M. Stroup  

Mary Scott Foreman 

Erin Fortenberry 

Alex Crane 

Jack Fry 

Ashley Walters 

Joshua Simmons 

Mike Adams 

James B. Senn 

Lynn Crane 

Mike Kelsey 

Sara Koenig 

Harold Rowland, Jr. 

Jay Crane 

Tena B. Cagle 

Rachael Hardy 

Chip Stockman 

DJ Bissinger 

Eric Mitchell 

Tara Talley 

Thelma Case 

Amanda Cox 

Sara Crane 

Robert E. Kelsey 

George Murphy 

Jim Fortenberry 

L.S. Fowler III 

Jamie Roper 

Jeff Jaarda 

William Herlong 

Martha S. Vaughan 

Mary Doty Conyers 

Lyness 

Tanner Fiser 

Sally Wight Murphy 

Janet Fortenberry 

Mark Rowe 

Thomas L. Hunt 

Laurilyn Wolthoff Kelsey 

Kevin E. Cook 

Paul Parker 

Barbara Trammell 

Larry J. Stoffer 

Cindy Howard 

Marie McMenamin 

Fred Hood 

William B. Ertel 

Laurie Thigpen 

David Cheatwood 

Charlotte Hendrix 

Rick Oster 

Mark Vest 

Michael O'Malley 

Debra J. Kelsey 

Norma Wilson 

Donald Kay 

David Edwards 

Edward W. Schatz 

Kristen Harter 

Alethea Smith 

Amy Young 

Becca Vest 

Eugene H. Matthews 

Haywood A. Barnes 

Olivia de Castro 

Rick Swartzentrover 

Joel Johns 

Steve Sapp 

Monica Vest 

Shelley Anderdon 

Ricky Mitchell 

Christine Bowers 

Elizabeth Herring 

Paul Toboldt 

James Pribble 

Fred F. Carpenter 

Michael Brogan 

James Bostwick 

Brooke Boroughs Ertel 

Jack Dorn 

Debbie Strickland 

Ann Bailey 

Steve Thigpen 

Matthew Martelli 

Andréa L. Morrison 

Ed Cox 

George H. Leather 

J. Michael Courtney 

Neal Collins 

Kenneth Perhay II 

Janice N. Daniel 

Christina Krauss 

Eleanor Cox 

Don Rogers 

Mike Murray 

Kathryn Salley 

Ashley Foster 

Michael Herndon 

James Dunitz 

Atley A. Kitchings, Jr. 

Troy Goers 



George Quarles 

Stephen Fortson 

Diane Kingery 

Pat Rogers 

Charlie Howell 

Corey McGarrell 

Alex Maslow 

Tracy Hathaway 

Justin Callaway 

Terri Fry Burnette 

Margaret C. Hunt 

Marsh B. King 

Bill Goldsworthy 

J. Richard MacDonald 

Cristin Daniel 

D. Ward Russell III 

Matthew A. Johnson 

Gwendolyn Dirkes 

Emilio Cuadra 

Ashlee M. Wood 

Laurie J. Alioto 

Lisa M. Brown 

Marvin D. Melton 

Laura Boring 

David Hutchinson 

Heidi Higgins 

Lori Boatright 

Richard Simms 

Terry Arnold 

Joseph G. Hunt 

Marek Stepien 

Patrick Burnette 

Maria D. Dicino 

Gena Smith 

Laura E. Cunningham 

Julie V. Fisher 

John Dendy 

Catherine Dornbos 

Darr Smith 

David Arnold 

Shelley A. Stanfield 

John Hamel 

Patricia Barrett Griesemer 

Sharon Crews Brangers 

Gary W. Smoak, Sr. 

Noel Thomas Raggio 

Alisa Ramsey 

Meredith Jones 

MaryLouise Manny 

Felicia Cheek 

Michelle Meier 

Martha K. Yeakel 

BJ Cohen 

Elizabeth Miller 

Susan F. Mullinax 

Brent Rosser 

Stacey Regester Schmid 

Adam Sanders 

Jacquie Holcombe 

Suzanne E. Western 

Pamela Melton 

Nick Kaigler 

Rachel M. Selph 

J. Douglas Barnett 

Keith Downey 

Morgan Martin 

Robert D. Lang 

Katherine Conyers 

Thomas Smythe 

Mary L. McSwain 

John Kornegay 

Janice Fry 

Norville Spearman 

Doug Burns 

David Western 

Aaron D. Selph 

Thomas V. Melton, Jr. 

Anthony Mullinax 

David Tod Garner 

Thomas Warren 

Joan Piscopo 

Sydney M. Kaigler 

Bonnie Burkett Church 

Richard W. McAdams 

Eugene Gray 

Rebekah Blackwell 

Jim Church 

Don Yelton 

Doug Holliday 

Meredith Fensom 

Dale Mullinax 

Vicky Grant Dougherty 

Evelyn Fletcher 

James R. Hansberger 

Kevin McCann 

Becky Knoke 

Richard V. Ettenger 

Charles F. Gwinn 

George Kerns 

Thomas M. Garrett 

Charlie Rogers 

Scott Evans 

Leslie Mullinax 

Jack Roberts 

Vickie Monteith 

Ann Scarborough Womble 

Sonya Black 

Jennifer Solorzano 

Eugenia Kornegay 

Marlea Foster 

Sybil Farrow 

Myr Wilson 

Judy A. Edwards 

Deanna Rogers 

Christine Schammel 

Kevin Lunsford 

Robin Fletcher 

Peter Dougherty 

Marcella Frese 

Kenneth A. Lee 

 

 

 


